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ERROR 
OF 
THE 
AGE — 
UNTHANKFULNESS 


Romans 1:21, “Because ... they glorified 
him not as God, neither were thankful.” 


It almost seems that life is an unending cycle of 

events which continually revolve around the human 
race, giving man in every age the providential privilege 
of learning about the goodness of God. Like a giant 
recording needle cutting the discs of time, each revolution 
of history widens the grooves of knowledge; and with 
increased knowledge the responsibility of the peoples in 
each succeeding age increases. We today understand 
much more about the dealings of the Spirit of God than 
did our forefathers. Therefore, more is required of us 
in this age of modern and efficient facilities than of 
the ancients with their ponderous methods of travel 
and slow, laborious, and tedious methods of writing and 
preparing manuscripts to spread the Word of Life. 


In their age, God revealed Himself to them in many 
ways by various dealings; “because that which may be 
known of God is manifest in them, for God hath shewed 
it unto them” (Romans 1:19). They saw His glory, 
breathed His air, warmed in His sunshine, drank His 
water, and ate His food. They were delivered from their 
enemies by His power, were healed of their diseases by 
His Spirit, and finally were even visited from heaven 
by His Son Jesus. Yet, they made a mistake. They erred 
in failing to praise Him for His goodness to them and 
in rejecting revealed light. In so doing they kindled the 
wrath of a jealous God against themselves. God quickly 
lifted His hand of power from them and “gave them 
over to a reprobate mind” (Romans 1:28). 

As the history of this God-rejecting generation is so 

vidly recorded for our admonition and example, we 

ould “give the more earnest heed, lest we let them 
slip.” Paul warns of a spirit of unthankfulness which 
shall grip the souls of men in the last days. “For men 
hall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, 
proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, 
unholy” 2 Timothy 3:2). 


Ge HAS BEEN STATED that “history repeats itself.” 
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By Eugene B. Furr 


Pastor, Cadillac, Michigan 


By taking just a brief glance at the world about us, 
one is assailed with a sense of guilt; for while we see 
each of these conditions prevalent in the outside world, 
we are conscious that the spirit of unthankfulness has 
crept into our churches. In many places the “amen 
corner” is gone. The Pentecostal waves of glory seldom 
sweep through our congregations. The messages in tongues 
and the interpretations we heard in the past are strange- 
ly absent; the singing in tongues and the holy laughter 
which once rang through our chapels are missing all 
too often. The hearty “hallelujahs” and gleeful “glorys” 
and anointed “amens” of the yesteryears are almost 
things of the past in too many of our churches. Modern 
medical science has supplanted the “effectual fervent 
prayer of the righteous”; calling the family physician 
is resorted to much more often than calling for the elders 
of the church. 

What is wrong? Why have medical operations replaced 
the operations of the Spirit? Let us consider our own 
individual experiences. We in Pentecost know that we 
received our deep blessings through continual and fervent 
praising and blessing of God. In our first love We poured 
out thanksgivings to heaven and sacrificed the sacrifice 
of praise to God continually, even the fruit of our lips. 
In so doing we aroused the love passions of the glorious 


(Continued on page 10) 
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T THIS TIME OF the year, we begin searching 
ae our memories trying to enumerate the many 

things for which we-can be thankful. As we try 
to acknowledge each of them we find that we are running 
out of figures, and time itself is growing short. The 
very limited capacity of my mind cannot retain the prop- 
er account of events that are fully responsible for my 
happiness today. 


I am thankful for many things today, but the thing 
that stands out most in my mind is the matchless, in- 
comparable, all-sufficient gift that God gave for me. In 
John 3:16, we are told that, “God so loved the world 
that he gave his . . . Son.” The word world here is not 
referring to the worldly amusements and so forth, as 
so many of us do, but He is referring to the world of 
humanity. When I think of the sinful, wretched condi- 
tion I was in when God’s Gift came into my life, it makes 
me want to scan the field of literature seeking words to 
express my thanks unto Him. In all my searching, how- 
ever, I am unable to find words that can surpass the 
real, genuine meaning of my text. So I shall join the great 
Apostle Paul and testify with him, “Thanks be unto God 
for his unspeakable gift.” 

When I think of the many times I have failed Him, I 
want to fall on my face before Him and bury my heart 
in the blood from Calvary’s tree, in the hope of finding 
new strength for the battles that are still in the future. 
Future trials and battles are not going to get easier; I 
feel that the farther we go, the harder they will be. 
Man within himself is so insignificant. We are hopelessly 
defeated without Christ. A backslider once told me, “My 
life is so empty without Christ.” How true that is. The 
old hymn sings, “Jesus is all the world to me, my life, 
my joy, my all.” John went on to say, “God sent not his 
Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the 
world through him might be saved.” 

When I look at the billions of souls in the world, I am 
reminded of the comparison a man once gave of a humble 
rson. He said, “A humble person is like a church 
eple; the more humble he gets, the smaller he becomes 





November 19, 1956 


BE UNTO GOD 


“Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable gift...” 


2 Corinthians 9:15 


at the top.” When we realize that God owes ‘us nothing, 
but yet He gave the very Jewel of heaven that you and I 
might escape the punishments of hell, we should be very 
humble. We should sing praises unto Him. We have 
nothing to boast of within ourselves. None of us are in- 
dispensable. This world could still operate without me, 
you, or both of us. 


Jesus CHRIST DID NOT come into this 
world to put His talents on display. He did not come to 
enforce the laws. He had a specific mission to fulfill. 
Just think, even you and I were included in that mission. 
The mission included redemption for humanity, healing 
for the nations, and deliverance of the captives. I once 
was lost—but now I’m found. I once was afflicted with 
the horrible disease of sin, but now I am cleansed by 
the blood of the Lamb. I was held by the fetters and 
bonds of iniquity, but now I am set free. Again I say, 
“Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift.” 

The complete realm of salvation was involved in God’s 
giving His Son. A religion minus Christ equals disaster. 
A life minus Christ equals death. He is the Master over 
all sin, sickness, disease, death and sorrow. Had there 
been no Christ, the disciples would have been lost at sea. 
Had there been no Christ, we today should be slumping 
in the valley of depression. We should be groping beneath 
the load. However, there is a Burden-bearer standing 
nearby. 

The Psalmist, while looking around the city of Jerusa- 
lem, said, “As the mountains are round about Jerusalem, 
so the Lord is round about his people” (Psalm 125:2). 
Again he said, “The angel of the Lord encampeth round 
about them that fear him, and delivereth them” (Psalm 
34:7). When I would be swamped with worry, doubt, 
and fear, I am reminded that Jesus is standing near to 
assure me of victory. 1 Corinthians 15:57, “But thanks 
be to God, which giveth us the victory- through our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” When I would be afflicted with sickness 
and disease, I am reminded that Jesus said, “By my 
stripes ye are healed.” Again, let me say, “Thanks be 
unto God for his unspeakable gift.” 


By John E. Black 
Pastor, De Kalb, Illinois 


GROWTH IN GRACE 


2 Peter 3:18, “But grow in grace, and 
in the knowledge of our Lord and Sav- 
iour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both 
now and for ever. Amen.” 


HIS SCRIPTURAL injunction 
~ J by the Apostle Peter was given 
because many of the teachers 
of that day had wrested the Scrip- 
tures to their own destruction, and 
had been led away with the error of 
the wicked. It implies that growth in 
grace and in the knowledge of Christ 
will fortify one against error and 
apostasy. Undoubtedly, this advice giv- 
en by Peter was very appropriate for 
the crucial days of the growth of the 
early Church, but in this modern 
church age, with its many cults and 
religious theories, it is even more ap- 
propriate. 


Growth is a natural process in all 
nature—in the human body, and even 
in the spiritual realm. Where there is 
life, there is growth. If there is little 
or no growth, it indicates an abnor- 
mality, or a serious malfunctioning of 
the natural processes. In the human 
body, the germ, or the nutritional de- 
ficiency which stunts growth, also 
weakens the body, lowering the re- 
sistance and making the body sus- 
ceptible to dread diseases which could 
lead to ultimate death. Similarly, those 
Spiritual defects, those carnal traits, 
that hinder one from progressing with 
God, make him more liable to the in- 
Sidious attacks of Satan, which if per- 
mitted to gain ground can destroy 
the soul. 


The Christian is told to grow in 
grace. What is meant by grace? The 
grace of God expresses His unmerited 
favor which He bestows upon the hu- 
man race. His grace is the sum total 
of His love, His longsuffering, His 
kindness, His forbearance, His faith 
in us, His holiness, and all the other 
divine attributes from which human 
beings benefit. Likewise, the grace into 
which the child of God should grow 
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By Paul S. Cook 


Pastor, Daisy, Tennessee 





is the combination of all those spirit- 
ual graces, virtues, or fruits which 
mark his relationship with his fellow 
man. An illustration of this is found 
in the spectrum. As light is made up 
of all the colors of the spectrum, so is 
grace composed of all the virtues. 
Briefly consider some of the things 
that growth in grace is not. It is not 
necessarily a growth in feeling, or in 
emotion. In a spiritual revival there 
are some who will be stirred. by a 
superficial and temporary whirlwind, 
consequently thinking that they have 
taken a tremendous growth in God. 
But alas, when the commotion has 
subsided, the tests and trials come, 
and reality must be faced, they have 
no real strength to stand. Before you 
think that I do not believe in an emo- 
tional religion, let me allay your fears. 
I definitely believe that shouting, re- 
joicing, and weeping have a very de- 
cided place in our religion. However, 
what every Christian needs is some- 
thing that still keeps him after the 
sudden flare has died down—a deep, 
glowing, inward warmth and power 
that can always be relied upon to keep 


up the steam in the boiler on the long, 
steep grades. Growth in grace is not 
particularly growth~ in activity. 
Growth in activity without growth in 
grace is like spreading the same 
amount of gold or silver plating over 
a wider area. Activity that is not mo- 
tivated by grace is superficial, and 
will not long endure. It is veneer or 
cheap gilding, but growth in grace will 
bring an increase in substantial, dur- 
able industry that brings greater soli- 
darity to the kingdom of God. 

Do not think that you are not grow- 
ing in grace because you are depressed 
or because you are undergoing fiery 
trials. The wintry blasts that cause 
the leaves of the trees to shrivel and 
fall off, and the snow that bends and 
breaks the branches are actually driv- 
ing the roots down deeper into the soil, 
around the rocks, into the crevices, 
and down into the hard clay. When 
the summer growth comes, the tree 
is prepared to branch out, and to 
weather any storm that may try to 
uproot it. 

Some think because they have been 
elevated to a higher position, that they 
have grown. They may have grown, 
but probably only above their neck! 


.A runt on top of a mountain is still a 


runt. The reason many men fail is 
because when God exalts them, they 
think they are bigger than their fel- 
low man. Pride creeps. into their 
hearts, and then they fall. No man is 
great. If he seems great, it is God in 
him. 


A PERSON grows in grace’ 


as he grows in the knowledge of 
Christ. For instance, the grace of love 
is made to grow when one discovers 
the beauties of Christ—His virtues, 


His perfections, His glories. The oD 


one knows Jesus, the more one lov 
Him. When first he sees His wounded 
hands and bleeding side, when he 


learns of Christ’s love, then he ® oo 
comes aware of what is expected of ti 


(Continued on page 11) 
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Moving in 
| Mexico 


By Mary W. Atkinson 


Missionary to Mexico 


of Mexico in April, I found 

in Nogales a very important 

matter. Four of the Sunday School 
classes were being held in the street 
uring the hottest hours of the day. 
% heart was full of compassion for 
the poor children. I did not say any- 
thing just then but in the night mes- 
@ I brought before the congrega- 
tion the need for better facilities for 
the Sunday School classes. Our church 


O N MY RETURN from the south 
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is located on the side of a hill and is 
very small with just enough room 
for the adult congregation. The only 
solution to the problem is to dig a 
Space on the side of the hill large 
enough to put up a temporary shade 
to the house, until such time as we 
can build the church on more level 
ground or at the base of the hill. 
We know that as long as we preach 
the full council of God, our congrega- 
tion will grow beyond our most fond 
expectations. é 
The next day my heart was over- 
whelmed with joy at the sight of the 
young people and some of the adults 
working like beavers with picks, shov- 
els, sledge hammers, and wheelbar- 
rows, preparing a place in which to 
hold their Sunday School classes; this 
will, with the help of the Lord, be 
the location for a larger church 
building. That particular morning my 
job was to supervise the work and look 
out for any dangerous conditions 
which might develop, such as boulders 


.or other conditions which might cause 


an accident. All this went on while 





the pastor was in the hospital. As 
soon as the pastor was out of the 
hospital, he named a committee to 
collect funds in order to make a big- 
ger church at the base of the hill. 
The name and address of the secre- 
tary-treasurer is Ramon Salazar, Calle 
Montezuma 25, Nogales Sonora, Mex- 
ico. The hill is disappearing very rap- 
idly. 

According to Matthew 17:20, “If ye 
have faith as a grain of mustard 
seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, 
Remove hence to yonder place; and 
it shall remove; and nothing shall 
be impossible unto you.” Faith without 
works is dead and work without faith 
is also dead. So these precious folk 
possess both requirements, faith and 
works. I took this picture of the ones 
who have been working constantly 
since this day. Since 1920 I started 
visiting the church at Nogales and 
Hersosillo, and I feel both of them 
so near to my heart. May God lead 
in the days ahead and crown our ef- 
forts with victory and success in see- 
ing the new church built. 
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Whnisterial 
) Thanksgiving 


€ By W. W. Snuffer 


Pastor, Bonne Terre, Missouri 


November 19, 1956 


Scripture Text: 1 Thessalonians 1:27 


ing season has arrived again 

according to the calendar of 
time. The minds of most of us think 
back to the time of the landing of 
the Pilgrims on American soil in the 
year of 1620, of the hardships that 
followed, and how they set aside a 
time for thanksgiving to God for spar- 
ing their lives and giving them food 
to live through the hard, cold winters. 


i HE TRADITIONAL Thanksgiv- 


In the Scripture text above we have 
a minister who was not in the little 
band of Pilgrims that landed at Ply- 
mouth Rock; he lived many years 
before that time. He was none other 
than the Apostle Paul. Paul’s method 
of preaching was like that of many 
of our own ministers today, inasmuch 
as he traveled from city to: city, 
preaching Christ and _ establishing 
churches. Christ had given him a 
number of souls in the city of Thessa- 
lonica, and he went on his way re- 
joicing. We know he remained con- 
scious of the danger of the evil one, 
who might pull them from their stead- 
fastness, because in verse 2 he stated 
he had been “making mention of you 
in our prayers.” Later while he was 
at Corinth busy in the work there, 
he heard of their good report, that 
they were living for Christ, and he 
penned these words, “We give thanks 
to God always for you all.” Paul was 
not merely speaking words of flattery 
to make them feel good; these words 
of thanksgiving were backed with a 
purpose. He was thankful because of 
“their work of faith.” 


1. “Remembering without ceasing 
your work of faith” (verse 3). Faith 
is itself a work. It is the eye and 
hand of the soul, by which the sinner 
sees and lays hold on Christ for sal- 
vation. One writer said, “Faith is the 
foot of the soul; so it comes to Christ. 
Faith is the hand of the soul; so it 
receives Christ. Faith is the arm of the 
soul; so it embraces Christ. Faith is 
the eye of the soul; so it looks upon 
Christ. Faith is the mouth of the 
soul; so it feeds upon Christ. Faith 
is the lips of the soul; so it kisses 
Christ.” Faith is also the cause of 
works. “Faith without works is dead.” 


2. He gave thanks because of their 
“labour of love.” The strength of love 
is tested by its labor. When a man 
loves his wife and family, he does 
not mind laboring for their support 
and livelihood. When a member loves 


Christ and His Church, he does not 
mind working for and supporting 
them. Love .will cause. a man to get 
out of his warm bed before daylight 
and face the cold weather to go into 
the mines or workshops. to provide 
bread and clothing for the ones he 
loves. : 


The love of God is not a fiction, but 
a fact. Love produces action. God is 
love; He loved and proved it by giving 
His own Son as a sin offering for 
the human race. When we look at 
Calvary, we not only see Jesus dying 
for our sins, but we also see the love 
of God manifested. God arranged Cal- 
vary to try to convey to the world in 
different terms than ever before used, 
that He loved the world: 


3. He gave thanks because of their 
“patience of hope.” This hope was in 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Their hope in 
Christ was severely tried by afflic- 
tions, persecutions, and numberless 
temptations, but it was not quenched. 
This was an idolatrous city, and 
probably they had been tempted to 
leave Christ and to throw off that 
new hope and joy by returning to 
idol worship, but the prayers of Paul 
and the work of faith and love of 
God upon and in their lives kept them 
true to God. In verse 9 Paul said, 
“... And how ye turned to God from 
idols to serve the living and true 
God.” 


When hope is employed, it becomes 
the anchor for the soul. Hebrews 6:19, 
“Which hope we have as an anchor 
of the soul, both sure and stedfast, 
and which entereth into that within 
the veil.” As the anchor holds the 
ship true and steadfast in its harbor, 
hope holds the believer true and 
steadfast in Christ. Hope goes in and 
connects us to Him who is behind 
the veil, even our Lord Jesus Christ. 


This grace is compared to the sol- 
dier’s helmet and the sailor’s anchor, 
and is of great use in time of danger. 
Wherever there is a well-anchored 
hope of eternal life, it will be mani- 
fested by the exercise of patience. 
Hope caused them to serve the living 
God with patience (verse 9). Hope 
caused them to wait for the return 
of God’s Son with patience; “and to 
wait for his Son from heaven’ (verse 
10). When a true minister sees these 
three graces operating in the lives 
of his converts to Christ, it creates 
within his heart a spirit of thanks- 
giving to God for them. 
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ERROR OF THE AGE—UNTHANKFULNESS 
(Continued from page 3) 


Trinity, and the shechinah glory of His presence was 
witnessed in our churches. Our needs were met, our 
enemies were defeated, and miracles were performed 
as revival fires swept our altars. Persecutions mounted, 
but God always made a way of escape, and in thanks- 
giving we praised Him for each deliverance. 

In this fast and furious age, the enemy has so filled 
our minds with trivial cares and fantastic and eye- 
appealing allurements, that we are usually too busy to 
stop and count our blessings, much less spend time 
praising God for each individual revelation of His love. 
Many of us are so calloused that we fail even to see 
anything about us for which to be thankful. We seem 
to feel that we must have some great “special” mani- 
festation of His power before we humble our hearts to 
praise Him. 

A quick glance at the written record will reveal the 
Master himself thanking the Father in John 11:41 for 
even hearing His prayer, and again in Luke 10:21 for 
revealing His truths to “babes.” Paul thanked God for 
eager-hearted brethren who came to meet him on his 
missionary journey (Acts 28:15). In Philippians 1:3 
he thanks God for just the remembrance of a holy 
church left behind, whose people are praying for his 
continued well-being. In 1 Corinthians 14:18 he expresses 
his gratitude for his ability to speak with tongues by 
the fullness of the Spirit and the gift of God. To many 
persons, these things are insignificant and common- 
place. They are as unnoticed as the waters of a spring-fed 
brook; they glide by daily, continuously, and are seldom 
noticed or appreciated. However, the storm clouds of 


Satan’s powers are gathering force in the skies about . 


us. Like the horrible dust storms of our own West and 
Midwest, the enemy is filling the atmosphere with his 
blistering, blighting creeds, dogmas, and doctrines of 
impurities. We need to be more prepared to meet these 
challenges and more powerful to overcome and weather 
his storms. 


OurR EARS ARE constantly assailed by the 
ever-increasing crescendo of praises from the lips of 
men directed toward other men for their accomplish- 
ments in their relative fields of labor. Surgeons are ex- 
tolled for their operating abilities; scientists are given 
wide publicity for their discoveries, mechanics for -their 
inventions, farmers for their vast crops and good farming 
practices, public speakers for their oratorical abilities, 
and ministers for their word knowledge with which they 
can melt the hearts of their congregations. All the while, 
standing silently by, the great Creator listens, with a 
broken heart. The God of heaven and earth, Giver of 
life and breath, Bestower of “every good and perfect 
gift” stands in the background unnoticed, unattended, 
unpraised, rejected and ignored. 

If failure to praise, worship and adore Him brought 
swift retribution to the flesh and spiritual separation 
from God in the dark ages of the past, think of the 
penalty we invite by carelessly treading down the same 
paths of error in this day of enlightenment and ad- 
vancement. Think well on these facts, for while we 
hesitate, Satan is hastening the tempo of his attacks, 
and imps and evil spirits assail from every angle. Mean- 
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while we may be arousing the wrath of an ever-present 
God by so carelessly and callously rejecting Him and 
refusing to praise Him for His revelations of light and 
life to us. 

Quickly, let us arise and prepare a sacrifice of praise 
to the Lord. Let us rekindle the fires of sweet incense 
on the altars of our hearts. Let us praise Him and 
glorify His name lest we be caught in the trap of folly 
and commit the error of the age. Unthankfulness may 
well be the germ which will plague and poison the church 
in this age and bring destruction, woe and spiritual 
death to multitudes of unwary souls. While it is a good 
thing to call a nation to a day of praise and thanksgiving 
each year, to the real child of God the rising of the 
morning sun of each new day should open a new avenue 
for sacrificial work and warmhearted praise to our God, 
the “Giver of-every good and perfect gift.” 





WORDS THAT BECAME WORLDS 


“THROUGH FAITH WE UNDER- ’ 
¥ STAND THAT THE WORLDS 
WERE FRAMED BY THE WORD 
OF GOD, $0 THAT THINGS WHICH 
ARE SEEN WERE NOT MADE OF 
THINGS WHICH DO APPEAR.” 
(EBL F 
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GROWTH IN GRACE 


(Continued from page 6) 


his love. “Beloved, if God so loved us, 
we ought also to love one another,” 
1 John 4:11. Love is the greatest grace. 
Paul said, “Now abideth faith, hope, 
charity, these three; but the greatest 
of these is charity.” The simple reme- 
dy of love as it is described in 1 
Corinthians 13 could cure all the 
world’s ills. It would heal all the 
schisms among the saints. It would do 
away with all the self-exaltations, the 
selfish pride, and the religious name- 
calling. Love would assure that the 
gifts of the Spirit:would be judiciously 
utilized for the good and edification 
of the church, and not as a racket 
to pad the pockets of religious oppor- 
tunists. Paul issued a warning in 1 
Corinthians 14:1. He said in essence, 
“Desire spiritual gifts but follow after 
charity.” It is wise to grow in grace 
before one grows in power. 


To know Christ, His power, His 
faithfulness, His mastery over demons, 
elements, and disease germs, His 
achievements, His victories, His prom- 
ises, will cause the grace of faith with- 
in our hearts to grow. “Faith cometh 
by hearing, and hearing by the word 
of God.” Jesus is the Word, and when 
a person becomes intimately acquaint- 
ed with Him, he will have the assured 
knowledge that Jesus has the ability to 
do anything for him that the Bible 
says Christ did for those in the past. 
One will have the grand realization 
that He is indeed the same yesterday, 
today and forever. 


The nearer a person walks with 
Christ, the more fragile and futile will 
one’s life seem as it is measured by 
His glorious and sinless life; this in 
turn will cause the grace of humility 
to grow within the heart. One cannot 
keep pride in the heart when he is 
closely associated with the Divine Po- 
tentate, the omnipotent King of Kings, 
who became a Babe in swaddling 
clothes in a manger. All feeling of self- 
aggrandizement will fade away as a 
person thinks of Him who was exalted 
above the angels, but willingly became 
worse than the world’s lowest crimi- 
nal. The criminal bears only the re- 
proach and penalty of his own sins, 
but Jesus bore the sins of everybody. 
He who had all power gave His cheek 
to the smiter. He who had authority 
over legions of angels became subject 
to the base legions of Rome. How, 
then, can a person have the faintest 
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vestige of pride, when that person 
knows Jesus, the humble Saviour? 
The grace of zeal will also grow in 
our hearts as we learn more of the 
Christ. If I were to tell you of a lovely 
mansion situated in a grand location, 
and then inform you that you could 
become the proud possessor to the ti- 
tle, giving you details how you might 
simply acquire it, would it not arouse 
your zeal? If I told you of glorious 
kingdoms and empires to come, and 
how you could become one of the 
reigning princes and have everything 
your heart could desire, would that not 
awaken a burning zeal within you? 
Well, Jesus told of heavenly man- 
sions that He has designed and super- 
vised for His own. He told of world 
conquests in which we may have a vi- 
tal part. He told of programs for di- 
vine deliverance. He told of high ad- 
ventures and priceless eternal rewards 








—of crowns, stars, and diadems. He 
said that insignificant ones such as 
we are could have a part in all of this 
merely by confessing our allegiance to 
Him, and by giving Him our hearts. 
How can we help having a burning, 
unquenchable zeal when we learn to 
know Christ. | 

Let us grow in grace and knowl- 
edge, not allowing ourselves to be led 
astray with the great last-day perver- 
sion of religion when men will be 
puffed up as great self-made deliver- 
ers, and will try to amass to them- 
selves wealth, fame and the applause 
of men. If we pin our faith, hope and 
religion on such men, their inevitable 
fall will be our fall. If we grow in 
grace and knowledge, however, when — 
our Immanuel and Deliverer returns, 
He will find a band of stalwart fol- 
lowers at the post of duty, keeping the 
unity of the faith. 











PARAISO, CANAL ZONE — We are 
happy to report a little of the activi- 
ties of one of our churches in the 
Panama Canal Zone. Overseer A. J. 
Anvick is our leader and instructor 
with the blessed Holy Ghost. On June 
30, 1956, we organized a new auxiliary 
for the glory of God. It is called the 
Christian Men’s Crusade. Its aims are 
to win souls to Christ through per- 


reports 


Men's Fellowship Organized in Panama 


~~ Oe OE nS 


sonal evangelism, distribution of 
tracts, and to assist in the church’s 
financial undertakings. The above pic- 
ture was taken at our first missionary 
program. We are thankful and are 
giving all the glory and praise to 
our God for His continued guidance 
and leadership as we go from victory 
to victory. 

—C. Dennis Robinson, Reporter 
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Growth Under Arm 
Disappears After Prayer 


GRANITE CITY, Ill. — I want to 
praise the Lord for what He has done 
for me. For quite some time there 
had been a growth under my left 
arm. Sometimes it would be so sore 
I could hardly stand for my clothes 
to touch it. I went to a doctor and 
he examined it, but said he would 
not make a diagnosis without making 
X rays. I just let it go and did nothing 
about it, but the growth seemed to 
get mee About a year and a half 
ago I gin having something like 
arthritis in my right knee. It pained 
so I could not sleep or rest. I tried 
everything I heard of but nothing 
seemed to do much good. I could hard- 
ly get =e and down steps and it was 
impossible to kneel without causing 
severe pain. Last month while Brother 
L. H. kwood was conducting our 
revival he said for everyone that 
needed prayer to form a prayer line. 
When he laid his hands on my head 
and started to pray, I felt the power 
of God. Right after we got home 
from church I noticed such a soreness 
under my arm and all down along 
my ribs. By morning it was so sore 
it hurt to draw a long breath. Later 
that evening as I was — ready 
for church, I happened to rub my 
hand under my arm and discovered 
that the growth was gone. After a 
day or two the soreness went away. 
I never did know what the gro 
was, but God knew and removed it 
when He healed the stiffness in my 
knee. I can now get up and down 
steps and kneel without any difficulty. 
I certainly thank God for healing me. 
Brother kwood also prayed for 
my little eight-year-old granddaugh- 
ter. She had a speech defect caused 
by not being able to hear well. After 
she was prayed for she could hear 
better and her speech greatly im- 
proved. I know God touched her, and 
I believe before long her speech will 


be cleared up. 
—Mrs. Mildred Heath 


Lady Has Vision 
of Heaven and Hell 


LANCASTER, S. C. — I want to send 
in ~. testimony of a wonderful heal- 
ing. I had an operation on November 
18, 1955, in York County Hospital in 
Rock Hill, South Carolina. r two 
days I was doing just fine, then I 
became worse. Dr. Hinson of Rock 
Hill did all he could for me. I was 
in such pain I asked the Lord to take 
me to heaven. No sooner. than I had 
Pap aye — ae take = —- 
m an elt my soul leaving 
this world. Oh, how good it felt to 
be leaving this world. I knew I would 
never have any pain or troubles of 
sorrow any more. When the gate of 
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heaven was opened, Jesus asked me 
did I want to come in. Then I. began 
to think of the unsaved ones in my 
home. I asked the Lord to let me come 
back to my home. When I opened my 
eyes, Dr. Sumner of Rock Hill was 
working with my back. He asked me 


if. I had something to tell him. I told 
him I had asked the Lord to take me 
to heaven. He asked if I had some- 
thing else to tell him. Then I told 
him I asked Jesus to let me come 
back to my unsaved home. My eyes 
were closed again. Friends, if you 
could have seen what I saw you would 
live the best life you know how down 
here. Jesus showed me a vision of 
hell, of heaven, and of this earth. 
If everyone could have seen hell as 
I did, you would tell what Jesus did 
for you. How does hell look? It is a 
big black pit with so many people 
down there. They are crying and beg- 
ging for a drop of cool water. Jesus 
also showed me heaven. It is a beauti- 
ful place up there, so bright that 
heaven will not need any light. Jesus 
was as bright as the sun when I 
Saw Him at the gate of heaven. How 
beautiful Jesus looked at me! He 
showed me how this earth is standing 
today. People are so mean down here 
that an atomic bomb war is to take 
place down here on this earth. I do 
not know if Jesus is coming before 
this war or after. When. Jesus opened 
my eyes the last time I saw three 
angels going back to heaven. Jesus 
was standing in front of my hospital 
bed. I said, “Glory to Jesus.” 
My mother saw me when I was 
dying and what Jesus did for me. 
e nurse and my mother thought 
I was losing my mind. Glory to Jesus, 
they did not ow the power Jesus 
has today if people will only believe 
and have faith in Jesus. Jesus wanted 
ople in York County Hospital to 
ow what I told them was the truth. 
He let the Comforter, the Holy Ghost, 
come on my lips as a song with “Near- 
er My God to Thee.” It was to let 
people know that I was dead and 
Jesus gave my life back to me. May 
what I have told you he a blessing 
to everyone, and may you have more 
faith in Jesus. ; 
—Mrs. Flossie McCants 


The Days of Miracles 
Are Not Over 


I was called to Flatwoods, Virginia, 
September 10, for a revival. The very 
first night the Holy Ghost took over. 
Every e we went to church the 

resence and power of God was there 

bless. Eight were saved, 8 sanctified, 

9 filled with the Holy Ghost, and 6 
—- in water. 

e church was really blessed. I was 

there three weeks and thought the re- 








vival was over. I went home on Mon- 
day, and on Tuesday I got a vision of 
the church at Flatwoods—that some of 
those nice summer grapes were about 
to get frostbitten. It was a long vision; 
I do not have room to tell it all. But I 
did see people repenting and little 
children wringing their hands and 
crying. 

I sent word to them and they want- 
ed me to come back. I went back on 
Saturday and that night several came 
to the altar; one was reclaimed and 
one was saved. The Holy Ghost blessed 
and we did not even have Sunday 
School. 

All was well as far as we knew as 
we went to church on Thursday night, 
but when Brother Sparks, the pastor, 
got up to open the services, he had a 
heart attack. He said he was a sick 
man, but kept on singing. All at once 
he said, “Sister Mays, you will have to 
take over; you can pray for me.” There 
was a visiting minister, Brother Wayne 
Briggs, with us. I said, “Come on, 
Brother Briggs, let’s pray for Brother 
Sparks.” He was holding on to the 
Bible stand to keep from falling, but 
as we quit praying, he fell face down 
across a bench. I remembered my vis- 
ion of people crying, wringing their 
hands and screaming. 

I went to the altar and knelt down, 
and it came to me that death was the 
last enemy to conquer. I went and 
laid ~ hands on and rebuked 
death in Jesus’ name. It looked like 
he was dying; his eyes were set, and 
the whites of his eyes were bloody. 
They carried him unconscious from 
the church, and he was unconscious 
until Saturday. He contended he was 
dying, but on Saturday night the dear 
Lord healed him completely. He went 
to church all day Sunday and Sunday 
night and then went to work Monday. 

This is a true story from Flatwoods 
Church near Galax, Virginia. I want 
people to read just what God can do. 

Evangelist Eliza Mays 


Thanks for Prayers 


and Concern 


CLEARWATER, Fla. — I wish to 
take this opportunity. to express my 
deepest gratitude to all of my many 
friends throughout the Church of God 
for your deep concern about me in 
my recent illness. Your cards, letters 
and telephone calls assured me that 
your prayers were with me in the 
hospital and I attribute the fact that 
I am alive today to this one thing. 
In spite of a severe coronary heart 
attack that occurred on August 20, 
I am now at home and on the road 
to recovery. Again let me say, thank 
you for your prayers and thought- 
fulness, and thank God that He stayed 
the hand of death and permitted me 
to continue in His ministry just a 
little longer. May God bless you is 
my prayer. —E. 
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Church Helped 
by Meeting 


BOLIVAR, Mo. — We have just 
closed a revival at the Fair Play 
Church of God, Fair Play, Missouri, 
with Brother and Sister W. C. Thur- 
man of Meadow, South Dakota, as 
the evangelists. Two renewed their 
vows to God. The Church was greatly 
helped by this revival. 

—Reporter 


‘ 


Cleveland, Ohio, 


Has Great Revival 


CLEVELAND, Ohio — Brother Mel- 
vin Van Meter recently conducted a 
wonderful revival at our church on 
Clark Avenue. Eleven were saved, 5 
sanctified, and 3 filled with the Holy 
Ghost. Brother Van Meter preached 
under the anointing power of God 
each night and was a real blessing 
to the church. I feel that any church 
would be blessed to have him for 
a revival. Pray that our church will 
— on fire for God and that souls 
will continue to pray through to old- 
time salvation. We thank the Lord 
for our good pastor, Brother U. P. 
Gray, and his wife. They have been 
a blessing to the entire church. 


—Greta McPherson, Reporter 


Sixteen Converted in Slater 


SLATER, S. C.—We have just closed 
a revival with Brother Bill Moore 
and Brother Floyd Rushing from 
Greenville, South Carolina, as the 
evangelists. Sixteen were saved, 12 
sanctified, 12 filled with the Holy 
Ghost, 12 baptized in water and 8 
united with the Church. 
—J.W. Terry, Pastor 


Forty-one Saved in 


“Bible Day” Revival 


GRANITE CITY, Ill. — We have 
just closed a revival with Brother 
L. H. Lockwood from Idaho as the 
evangelist. Forty-one were saved, 25 
sanctified, and 5 filled with the Holy 
Ghost. Twenty-four were baptized in 
water and 18 united with the Church. 
Truly this was a “Bible Day” revival. 
The sick were healed, devils were cast 
out, and those oppressed and vexed 
by Satan were freed by the power of 


—John Findley, Pastor 
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vA 
revivals 


Church Growth Noted Because 


of Good Revival 


MACON, Ga. — The Church of God 
on Napier Avenue closed a real soul- 
stirring revival on September 15. 
There were several saved, sanctified 
and baptized with the Holy Ghost, 
for which we praise God. The church 
grew in unity and many renewed 
their consecration under the inspir- 
ing messages of Sister Irene Hillhouse, 
evangelist from Lakeland, Florida, 
who will always find a warm welcome 
at our door. We shall never forget 
how the Lord blessed us by sending 
her our way. 

—Luther Alderman, Clerk 


Thirty Converted 


in North Carolina Church 


NEWTON GROVE, N. C. — We have 
just closed a wonderful revival in 
Newton Grove. Thirty were saved, 19 
sanctified, and 9 filled with the Holy 
Ghost. Brother Walter Stafford of 
Clinton was the evangelist. Brother 
Stafford will be a great blessing to 
any church. 

—Coolidge Massey, Clerk 


Power of God Manifested 


in Oklahoma Meeting 


MANGUM, Okla. — We recently 
closed a revival with Brother C. R. 
Kerbo of Binger, Oklahoma. Three 
were saved, 3 sanctified, 3 filled with 
the Holy Ghost and 6 healed. Many 
were slain under the power of God. 
Many were convicted while the Spirit 
of God was working in the services. 
Some would have us think the days of 
revivals and miracles are over, but 
God is the same as He has always 
been. 

—Lester Higgins, Pastor 


Backsliders Reclaimed and 


Young People Converted 


BOONSBORO, Md. — Recently we 
closed a three-week revival with the 
evangelist Brother Elwood Kern and 
his wife, of Leesburg, Virginia. Dur- 
ing the revival he delivered messages 
under the — anointing of the 
Holy Ghost. earts of the people 
were stirred by these messages. Three 
backsliders were reclaimed and 3 per- 





sons were filled with the Holy Ghost. 
There were a number of young people 
who confessed salvation. The church 
was greatly blessed by Brother Kern. 
He will bless your church anytime you 
need a good. evangelist. 


—E. B. Wyand, Pastor 


Good Revival at Naugatuck 


NAUGATUCK, W. Va. — The Oppy 
Church of God has just closed a won- 
derful revival with Brother Elias Step 
doing the preaching. Seven were saved, 
2 sanctified, 2 filled with the Holy 
Ghost, and 3 baptized in water. Broth- 
er Stepp was a real blessing to us. 
We feel that he is a real man of God. 

—Ola Stepp, Pastor 


Lady Evangelist 


Blesses Church 


CUMMING, Ga. — We have just 
closed a wonderful, two-week revival 
with Sister Lucy Lunsford of the 
Riverside Church of God in Atlanta 
as the evangelist. Thirteen were saved, 
8 sanctified, 5 baptized with the Holy 
Ghost, and many were healed. The 
church was blessed by the ministry 
of Sister Lunsford. 

‘—J. R. Hansard, Member 


Church Growing 


Through Revivals 


GREAT FALLS, Montana — We re- 
cently had a revival with Sister Jennie 
Evans from Perryton, Texas, as the 
evangelist. The Lord blessed and the 
attendance was good. Several were 
healed, nine were saved, 2 reclaimed, 
and 2 filled with the Holy Ghost. Dur- 
ing this series of meetings, the church 
conducted two all-day services, with 
Brother Arnold E. Erickson, Overseer 
of Montana, and other ministers and 
representatives from some of the other 
churches in Montana being present. 
The church at Great Falls is now 
in another revival with Brother James 
McManus from Kansas City, Missouri. 
He is doing a splendid work and has 
the anointing of the Holy Ghost on 
his ministry. The church is growing 
slowly but surely, and we covet your 
pares for the Church here in the 

orthwest. The income of the church 
has almost tripled since Brother and 
Sister Northrup became our pastor, 
and several new additions have been 
added materially to the church. The 
attendance has also greatly increased. 

—Paul McManus, Reporter 
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This is an excellent winter fund-raising project for L.W.W.B. 
Quantity Item Description Price 
Cotton Prints—4-yard lengths 35/36” widths assorted patterns __. $1.10 
80/80 Percale—4-yard lengths 35/36” widths assorted patterns ___. 1.35 Send 
ba No Iron Cottons—4-yard lengths 35/36” widths assorted solid: colors 1.35 
Chambray—4-yard lengths 35/36” widths assorted patterns . 1.00 
stripes and solid colors 5 
_. Chambray—4-yard lengths 35/36” widths assorted patterns 2.00 r V an = 
stripes and solid colors—sanforized-mercerized-vat dyed-combed 
Gingham—4-yard lengths 35/36” widths assorted patterns _.... 1.60 
Gingham—4-yard lengths 35/36” widths assorted patterns . 2.00 hi ée: 
sanjorized-mercerized-vat dyed-combed Pane Ee eee 
Gingham—4-yard 45” widths assorted patterns .... cad . 2.50 1 CHURCH OF GOD PUBLISHING HOUSE 
sanforized-mercerized-vat dyed combed 922 Montgomery Avenue 
Pongee—4-yard lengths 41/25” widths assorted patterns ____ _ 2.15 4 Cleveland, Tennessee 
Smithtex Linene—4-yard lengths 35/36” widths assorted colors _..... 2.00 $1.50 for one year 
Gabardine—4-yard lengths 41/45” widths assorted colors __..___. 2.35 Restos) $. ____... to cover my gift 
‘Rayon etna Dts ~— a 4 45” widths assorted colors and list which follows: 
patterns __.. . 2.50 
Skirt Lokatien sche senate 60” ” wide ‘ematied pare alk Name 
een eS ae i ne eae a Ree lees es he 
Blends of Dacron, Orlon, Acrilan, Viscose, and Acetate af xe 
- _ ee 
. Skirt and Blouse—6-yards 35/36” wide 80/80 Percale- usseeneting J 
Vo Speier in otlad esas Zee Salt Bi ei ean PRR Cara ....... 2,00 5 State - 
one 4-yard Print and one 2-yard length solid color 
PLIOFILM PACKED ame 
CAN BE OPENED AND RESEALED IF NECESSARY AND RETURNED j Street Bee et 
TERMS: 2/10 Net 30 days FOB: Jackson, Mississippi § “Y ~~ ee ee 
GE et EE SEE ee SC er Se aR ee aoe eee 
Mail to: SMITH TEXTILE COMPANY 
Box 2296, Jackson, Mississippi 
Ship to: Ree SO ee re eee 
I Sa wicttckegeepteeenescabipeiciinn ae 
Pe ome ks 
Name 
‘ L.W.W.B. President ee 
Name of Church 
Clerk Name 
Street or R.F.D. Street balan 
RR eae SE RE aa ee Zone 
Pastor 
City State NG Soe ae Ne ee 
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CHURCH VISITORS 


Express your appreciation to visitors 
of your church by presenting them 
with a copy of the attractively illus- 
trated LIGHTED PATHWAY. This 
magazine will be taken home; this 
magazine will be read. Its content will 
supplement your pulpit messages. It 
will further acquaint them with your 
church beliefs. Its presence in their 
home will be a constant reminder of 
your spirit of hospitality. 


HOME VISITATION 


Make contact, retain contact and build 
up church attendance by presenting a 
copy of the LIGHTED PATHWAY in 
your home visitation. The LIGHTED 
PATHWAY will give you a foot in the 
door and a witness,of your visit Pee 
after you are gone! It may even bridge 
the distance bétween the home and 










the church.Give LIGHTED PATH- 
WAY rs dee : a jupiter ta in your 
home mm program. — 


WAYS TO DISTRIBUTE 


the 
oLighted P. athway 





ORDER THE LIGHTED PATHWAY 
BY ROLLS 


TO: Church of God Publishing House 
922 Montgomery Avenue 
Cleveland, Tennessee 


Please send me roll (s) (ten 
copies considered a roll) of LIGHT- 
ED PATHWAYS each month and bill 
me at $1.00 per roll. 


Please add ____. roll (s) (ten copies 
considered a roll) of LIGHTED 
PATHWAYS to the number I am 
now receiving. 


Please send a one-year subscription 
to the LIGHTED PATHWAY to per- 
son listed below. I am enclosing 
$1.50 for this subscription. 


Name 
Address 
City and State 


(In ordering for your church, please 
give church serial number) 














‘HOSPITAL 
Bring jo Joy, gladness and comfort to the 


sick shut-ins by visiting them. 
Leave them a copy of the LIGHTED 
PATHWAY. Its attractive and colorful 
format and readable content will pro- 
long your visit in the mind of the 
recipient. Distribute the LIGHTED 
— in the hospitals of your 
wn, 


PRISON 


Men and women behind bars are often 
neglected. They are shut off from the 
outside world. Their contacts are 
somewhat limited; yet their social, 
moral and spiritual needs are as great, 
meget greater, than those outside 
ison walls. The LIGHTED 

AY can have a part to play 

filling these needs, if allowed to do 

aetna your ministry within the 
walls of the ee today. Extend it 
Be it the LIGHTED 
PATEWAS it may oh the means of 
to Christ»Your kind- 


ness a - attitude will long 
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The Preachers’ Homiletic Commentary 


Now again available, this valuable library 
of over 18,000 pages of homiletic sugges- 
tions treats every paragraph and verse of 
both the Old and New Testaments that 
can be used with advantage as the text to 
a_ sermon. It supplies exposition, critical 
notes, illustrations, and outlines, bringing 
forth hidden significance of texts usually 
overlooked and neglected. 


$10.00 down 
$5.50 per month 
Order today 


The material has been arranged and com- 
Piled by outstanding evangelical scholars; 
it is free from denominational contexts 
and is practical in content and use of 
clear, well-written English. There are 36,- 
750 indexed references. More than 300,000 
sets have been sold in the past. 


THE SET, Thirty-two Volumes, $67.50 


Church of God Publishing House 
922 Montgomery Avenue 
Cleveland, Tennessee 





ATTRACT WITH TRACTS 


The Must Experience 





Water Baptism 


. by J. D. Bright 





Sanctification _. 


by D. C. Boatwright 





Divine Healing 


by G. W. Lane 
by P. F. Taylor 





The Great Love Story 


by U. L. Hudlow 





Can Human Hands Impart the aed Ghost and the Gifts of 


the Spirit? 


Enae vhs by J. D. Bright 





The Rose of Sharon ____._.. 


by P. W. Chesser 





The Fall of Man and Its Effects ...._. 


Backsliders ___.... 





cr aN by L. L. Hughes 





Sound Doctrine .... 


by Clifford Jinkerson 





Forgiveness ... 


ponies by Earl P. Paulk, Sr. 
by J. D. Bright 





Tongues Shall Cease 


Sc 35 be by Albert H. Batts 


Church of God Teachings 75c per pound 


CHURCH OF GOD PUBLISHING HOUSE 
922 Montgomery Avenue, Cleveland, Tennessee 
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Scripture Text Calendar 


SPECIAL FEATURES 


FRONT COVER beautifully reproduces Zatzka’s 
painting, “Christ Knocking at the Door.” 
RELIGIOUS PICTURES—Twelve = full- 
color reproductions of famous paintin suit- 
able for framing. The story of each Soucuure 
is given. 
SCRIPTURE VERSES for daily meditation are 
pte on each day of the calendar year. 
dreds of Bible verses every one should 
know. 
CALENDAR PADS in large easily-read numer- 
als, featuring Flowers and Birthstones of the 
month, and showing Moon Phases. 





THE PERFECT GIFT—FOR 
EVERY HOME! 


The gift that lasts a whole year! Ap 
priate, timely and always in good taste. Brings 
to the home hundreds of carefully selected 
quotations from the Book of books and each 
month a different religious masterpiece pic- 
ture in *peautiful colors. THE IDEAL Christ- 
mas and New Year remembrance. A SOURCE 
OF DAILY INSPIRATION AND DIRECTION. 


SPECIAL GIFT PRICE 
SINGLE COPY 40c 


3 copies. ... si Bi 
12 copies ......... 
eee 
SS eee 








SPECIAL QUANTITY PRICES 








100 @ 25¢ $25.00 
200 @ 24c 48.00 
en 
500 @ 2lc 105.00 





Suggested selling price—40c each. 
Good profit to those who sell. 





CHURCH OF GOD PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Montgomery Avenue 
Cleveland, Tennessee 


Please ship at once _...... Messenger Scripture 
Calendars for 1957. Enclosed please find re- 
SN Essien e 





Ship to 


Address _........ - 








City State _®@ 


eee: If you do not have a charge 
t with us please send cash with order. 


if 30 30 di days’ credit is desired send three business 
references. Calendars not returnable. 




















